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Thank you, Chairman Lipinski.  I am pleased that the Committee is holding this important 
hearing today.  
 
Collaborations between the biological sciences, physical sciences and engineering are becoming 
much more common at our major research institutions.  Young investigators have discovered that 
to remain on the cutting edge of their research they need to be partnering with various 
departments to solve challenges that are much larger than a single discipline.  This type of 
research arrangement will inevitably benefit students by preparing them for today’s workforce 
much more than an education bound by a single discipline.   At the same time, we need to ensure 
that our graduate students do not become overly broad instead of gaining some level of expertise 
in a disciplinary area.      
 
As this Committee determines how to foster new models for science and engineering research, 
today’s witnesses will provide valuable insights on both conducting research in the “new 
biology” and integrating it with other disciplines.  
 
I look forward to hearing about this topic from our witnesses.  
 


