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Thank you for holding this hearing, Mr. Chairman.   

 
Since its inception in 1966, The National Sea Grant program has been a successful 
collaborative effort of the federal government, state governments, and universities.  
Under the program, these groups work together to understand, develop, and conserve our 
coastal and ocean resources.      

 
Currently, more than half of the U.S. population lives on the coasts, and coastal and 
ocean resources generate more than $1 trillion of the annual GNP.   This reauthorization 
should equip the Sea Grant program to continue to provide sound science and 
management products to such a large part of our economy and population.   
 
Thank you again, Mr. Chairman.  I look forward to hearing from the panelists on their 
perspectives of this legislation and any suggestions they may have to improve it.   
 


